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Who isthe Publisher?

REVIEW Page
Below is the entire module on one page.
Why would you want to know who publishes a web site?

The organization that sponsors a site can sometimes provide clues for further investigation. Educational, non-
profit and commercial sites tend to sponsor different kinds of information. However, the sponsoring
organization is no guarantee of quality. Does the fact that | trust Education Week mean | have to believe what
Jamie Vollmer saysin his speech?
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Q;l Glossary

oo Organization Links

F Commentary March 6, 2002

Prirterfriendly version.
E-m=il this article.

The Blueberry Story

Related stories:
By Jamie Robert Yollmer

"The Intersection of

| and :
MEE,.: mynity,” 'If I ran my business the way you
Commentary, July people operate your schools, 1 i |
e HLLL, wouldn't be in business very long!" A business leader

learns his lesson.

I stood before an auditorium filled with

"public Enragenent putraged teachers who were becoming

or Public i angrier by the minute. My speech had entirely consumed their

%ﬁéﬁrﬁ%arch precious 90 minutes of in- service training. Their initial icy glares

1, 2000, i had turned to restless agitation. You could cut the hostility with
a knife.

A web site publisher?s credentials are one of the few things we can check to enable us to trust the authenticity
of the information found on a site. However, we mustn? confuse the publisher with the author. Education
Week had nothing to do with Mr. Vollmer?s speech; they simply made its contents public via the web site they
maintain. Does thisimply any responsibility?

Publishers establish a reputation for printing specific types of articles, papers, images, sounds, etc. when they
build their web site. Asthey add and change the content, this perspective may stay the same or change, but it
usually remains close to the original. Education Week will always print articles about educationally relevant
topics, whether their categories remain: Home, Education Week, Teacher Magazine, Daily News, Archives,
Specia Reports, Issues A-Z, and State Info; or not.

How can you deter mine who published a web site?
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The publisher?s name is usually prominently displayed at the top or bottom of the web site on each page. If not,
itislikely to be on an ?About this Site? page. What does the organization have to say about itself? If you have
trouble finding it, look for other pages on the same site. Use the site map to help you find additional pages. If
this strategy isn't available, try truncating the URL to find pages residing on the same server. The main home
page of the organization is where you might find the most complete publisher information.

How can you learn more about the publisher of a web site?

RIMSC =Isthesdite... Reliable, International, Mission stable, Sponsoring, Contactable

. How reliable is the publisher of the web site?
Isthisanationa or international organization?
What is the mission of the organization?
Is this site sponsoring the author's page or just providing web space?

Doesthe site provide a contact for further information?

How reliableisthe publisher of the web site?

Who is the publisher? What is their reputation among the public? Colleagues? What other web based
information do they publish? Non-web based? To find the answers to these questions, we suggest you check the
same server for other web based publications. Then search for the publisher on the Internet. Then run a search
for the publisher on a same-subject database. Check the library for print materials by this publisher as well.

Find out what other publishers say about them and who says it. Find out who trusts them and whether you trust
their opinions.
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Isthisanational or international organization?

Do you tend to trust large national and international organizations more than smaller upstarts? How can you tell
which is which? What about upstarts by expertsin the field? Check the URL. Www.bigcompany.com.de/sales/

ad.htm implies acommercial organization, located in Germany, the sales department, and an advertisement.
Www.notforprofit.org.au/mission/goal.htm implies a small, not for profit organization, located in Australia, the
goal page published in the mission section of the web site. Www.nooneknows.net/~george/mysay.htm implies

apersonally published page in the United States. Now, let?s say each of these pages support your research. All
claim to be international organizations. An expert in the field backs the ad. An expert in the field proposes the
goal. George turns out to be an expert in the field, too. Y ou can only use one of these resources. Which one
would you choose? Why?

What isthe mission of the or ganization?

The ?About this Site? page may describe the purpose of the site. Organizations often even have a Mission page
outlining exactly what their mission is and how they plan to attain their goals. This mission can help you decide
guestions like the one above. Organizations whose goals match those of your research will fit into your work
more easily than those whose goals do not. Opinion pieces of writing will rely particularly on resources with

clearly stated missions. Organizations with clearly stated missions can be trusted more than those without;
right?

Isthissite sponsoring the author's page or just providing web space?

Which site is sponsoring the author?s page and which is just providing web space?

Site 1: JustGiving
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Event: Long Weekend Lava Trel

Tracey S. Rosenberg: trekking across = G et
- - : Thursday, Ju ; ]
Iceland to help Romanian children Participant: 'rr: cey ;nsenben
)Eaakmark this page
Mytargat. £1 ,??ﬂ.ﬂﬂ & Tell 5 friend about this page
So far | have raised: £1,316.00 7 Page help

SPOnsor me now = |

LT raising money to support a care home for HIV-infected
‘children in Tirgu Mures, Romania, Yes, it's a bit weird to go hiking in
Iceland to raise money for Romania, but there aren't any Romania
itreks available....

’ 14

.
The first sabandoned Romanian | was able
to help)

‘1 lived in Romania as a Fulbright scholar for nearly a year
My Charity: {{September 1999-August 2000), and I'm taking this opportunity to
o . @ EDOE% sirns bo relisye ':tqj_.r_ a_nd help some of the most I'_:EI;:I_IEE.E. people in thei_r ED.EiEt!,".

J the suffering and Visiting the COCO home page will give you more details (it's found at
Covwia Of Ldes tvess distress of children www, coco.org.uk), but the short version is that they've built a care

throughout the world in areas stricken by home for abandoned HIV-infected children, and are building a
poverty, natural disaster or war by ‘second ane. It's impossible to put a price on the quality of life we
pm'ﬂdlng iuppnr‘l‘, fﬂ-ﬂlltlﬂﬁ, Hq.'“pm‘ent.l EI"\I..I.-'. Ambiralis Fae Aarvabad — matr s les Ak bl s =sle

Site 2: AOL @School
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Welcome to AOL @SCHOOL

= AQLESCHOOL Features

Don’t Just Browse
Get FREE exclusive
Student Resources: The School Wide Web ACL@ASCHOOL
features here.,
Primary (grades K-2) FFFBI Don't Stop Learming
v Bolve the FFFBI Mizzion.
Elementary (grades 3-5) T rr——— Leaming Activities:
. > oON ______g_g_u____g_g_aﬁg__a - * Phonics Lessons
Middle School (grades 6-8) | | .. wrag| | Find book recommendations. LN REREITHIEEY
— 1| :-'m“1l * Watch science mmovies. * System 80 Reader
High School (grades g-12} | 2 i « Take online quizzes. * PicturePages

MEWS@SCHODL

Educator Resources: ¢ Learn strategies for teaching LD students.

« 7| Plan v
Teachers ' Research what it costs to run schools, clz;;r,;:;ﬁr_.
B/ time wisely.
Administrators For Students :
= Research a Topic = Subject Resources Featuring...
m News & Current Events = Science Fairs gﬂ&l?lew
ForE I ! ;
aeRehacatons childrenslibrary”
= Lesson Plans = Classroom Tools

Cur Partners

= Upgrade Your Skills = Textbook Activities

@ Educator Approved | About Uz | Site Index | Privacy Policy | Termns of Uze | Awards
@ Copyright 2002 AOL@SCHOOL | Horme | Contact s

JustGiving sponsors Tracy so that she can solicit donations from her friends and relatives around the world.
She iswalking across Iceland to raise money for Romanian children. ?Justgiving is a private company
dedicated to bringing the benefits of new technology to the business of charity fundraising.?

America Online only provides space for the AOL @School web site. To find out more about the publisher
investigate the AOL @School organization rather than AOL itself.

Doesthe site provide a contact for further information?

Search Site Map Directories Contact IMSA

Sites that provide names, email addresses, snail mail addresses, phone numbers, and other contact information
make it possible to find out the details not published on their web pages. Just the fact that they are willing to be
contacted lets us know that they stand behind what they say and encourages usto trust them.
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The above tips are worded as questions because they are not always true. These are general rules that may not
work for your situation. Use them when they are applicable; ignore them when they are not.

Who isthe publisher of thislearning unit?

The publisher of thislearning unit isthe Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy.( http://www.imsa.
edu ) The .eduin the URL indicates that the publisher is an academy or college web site. IMSA is a state

funded learning enterprise working to liberate the human spirit for the world. The mission of the lllinois
Mathematics and Science Academy, a pioneering educational community, isto transform mathematics and
science teaching and learning by developing ethical leaders who know the joy of discovering and forging
connections within and among mathematics, science, the arts, and the humanities by means of an exemplary
laboratory environment characterized by research, innovative teaching, and service. IMSA sponsors the

Internet Search Wizard as well as providing web space. Visitors are encouraged to contact the Wizard Team
with feedback and/or questions.

Authored by LoraK. Kaisler 2003
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Return to Micromodule List

End of Micromodule - publisher.
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