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Below is the entire module on one page.

f? URL stands for Uniform Resource Locator. A URL is an Internet web
address that connects your computer to an image, file, page, or
program on the Internet. The URL contains specific protocol
information (a standard procedure for regulating data transmission
between computers) needed by the browser to read the itemiit is
seeking. Capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and spacing are all very
important. The computer can not guess at your intent like a human
_ postal carrier. Just like dialing awrong number, asingle error in the
hittp:/fwww.smith.org/ URL will misdirect your browser and cause a 'File not Found' error.

Uniform
Resource
Locator

Why do | need to know the URL?

URL s help your find the same page over and over again. By creating afile of favorite URLs you can quickly return to
valuable resources. Browsers make it easy to record bookmarks (Netscape) or favorites (Internet Explorer) so you can easily
return to a specific page. (See the IMSA MicroModules on how to make bookmarks, if you are interested in more on saving
URLSs))

What about all those URL components?

Under standing Common URL
Components

URL
building

blocks

URLs are made up of a number of
components. It helps to know what each
element means. Once you recognize the
component, you can begin to read a
URL and make more subtle judgments
about the resources you see on the
screen.
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Common Components in a TEL
Description

Hypertext transfer protocol is the message format , the mles
computers use to exchange mformation across the Intermet.

The publisher must either be an educational institution or a non-
profit organization supporting educational institutions to host under
an .edu domam. Can be student pages or personnel using
mversity weh space.

Any company whose mmtent 1s to sell products, obtamn customers or
mvestors, or market information such as online books, jowrnals, and
newspapers use .com as then domain name.

The federal govermment uses .gov to publish le@slation, public
forms, census data, NASA and other exploration data, and many
other documents.

The mihitary use .l to host recrmtment, lastory, and news items.

Non-profit orgamzations may register for a .org domain name.
These represent various causes and may include extreme
perspectives.

The net domain is where vou go when vou don't fit any where else.
It is difficult to categorize. Many imdividuals have obtamed .net
domain names for personal use, though they may also have .com

and .org designations.

The World Wide Web 15 a distributed information system using a
special method to organize and search for mformation called
hvpertext. Hypertext is composed of text accessed in a non-

hierarchical structure; each piece 1s connected to the other pieces

by links. Non-text, like iimages and sound, can not be located on the
wiww, but it can still be on the Internet.

A server can actually be called anyvthing the host wants it to be
called.

Hypertext markup language is stuctured code for creating web
pages. It 1s often stretched to create more than just text-hased web
pages, but that 15 all it was created to do. Thas file will open in your

browser window.

Hitm 15 an abbreviation for himl.

The abbreviation .pdf stands for Portable Document Format file.
These are created only with Adobe Acrobat software. The reader 1s
free to download.

The abbreviation .doc stands for Document and mdicates the file
was created with Microsoft Word software. You must have Word or
conversion software to read tlhas file.

Image files come with various extension names. The most common
are Jpg, Jpeg, .gf, and pict. These are picture files and should
open 1m vour browser.
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open in vour browser.

sound files come with various extension names, too. The most

aap3 comrnon are .1ap3 and .aiff. These will open an andio plaver on vour

computer as formatted.

How does a URL work?

A URL works by provided coded information that |eads the browser to one specific place on the Internet. It issimilar to a
phone number or postal mailing address. Once you understand the elements, you can 'read’ a URL to gather information about

aresource before you even look at the page.

Let's dissect and name the parts of an URL.:

The code following the
period (.org) is called the
domain name. This
domain indicates the
information is sponsored

Hypertext Transport
Protocol (http), the
message format
computers use to
exchange information
on the Internet.

/ -

WWW stands for The tilde (~) indicates a
World Wide Web. person named Smith's

personal directory on the
organization's website.

in keeping with the

by the smith organization.

Contents are not necessarily

Hypertext markup
language (html) is a
file extension that tells
your browser this a
webpage called jane.

http://www.smith.org/~smith/rambling/jane.html

(rambling) A directory
in the smith account
called rambling.
Probably just a folder
for files similar to the
jane.html file.

organization’s official opinions.

http:/fwww.smith.org/~smith/rambling/
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How dol 'Truncate’ a URL?

Y ou can navigate through a website by
'snipping' away segments of the URL (also
called the web address). If we delete a
segment, from the forward-slash to the end of
the URL, we can backtrack through the web
address. This allows us to navigate the
website in a new way. Aswe do this, we can
observe the contents of the site. Eventually
you will arrive at the root page. Y ou can't
prune the trunk any further.
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Where Are All These New Domain Names Coming From?

Domain Names?

E12ilus
.ca

.acak

a1l

le-12 schools m Mlineis, TTSA

Canada

Acadermic Institutions m the Tted Eingdom

Australia
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Knowing more about the website will help
you evaluate the credibility of the web
resources you are viewing

New Domain Names

The Internet Corporation For Assigned
Names and Numbers ( ICANN ) oversees
all domain name registration. Y ou may
have noticed afew new domain names
popping up, like .k12.il.us, .ca, .ac.uk,
and .au. These are country codes:. k-12
schools in the state of Illinois, the United
States of America; Canada; academic
institutions in the United Kingdom; and
Australiarespectively. Many other
countries publish pagesin English or
have them automatically translated into
English for you.

Three new domain names are .museum, .
info, and .biz. A domain just for children .
kids, has also just been created. While the
idea has been implemented, Internet
content providers have been slow to adopt
this new for of child safe domain,

Domain names can tell you a lot about the
publishers of a website.

It isimportant to note that most popular
domain names can be acquired by anyone
who iswilling to pay aregistrar. A domain
name should not automatically inspire trust.
However, those domains that are 'reserved'
are more likely to be trustworthy.

The content association for each domain has
become difficult to determine. Non-profit
organizations and educational institutions are
often registered under .com and .net
domains. Anyone can register for a.org, .
net, or .com domain. Many helpful social
science pages are under the .gov domain.

The requirements for.edu registrations was,
until recently, so restrictive that it was


javascript:popUp2('http://www.icann.org/')
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Government (Eeserved for state and federal
government sponsored resources. )

Education (Eeserved for accredited educational
institutions. )
Commerical websites (Anyvone can obtam thas

kind of domain.)

Orgatizations (Anyvone can obtain this kind of
dormain.)

HNetwork (Anyone can obtain thas kind of
dormain.)

Busineszs (Anyone can obtamn this kind of
domain. )

Information (Anyone can obtain thas kind of
domain.)

Museum { Eeserved for global museum
cotntrminity. )

Cooperative Business Assoctation (Eestricted for
uze by only bona fide cooperatives and
Cooperative service orgamzations)

Lonation Communty (Eeserved for authentic
members of the air transport cormrmunity.)

How can | keep up with all the changes?

difficult to determine who published pages
of interest to educators.

1. Make a habit of interpreting URLs of the sites you visit. Compare the information you see on the page with the
naming conventions of the web address.

2. Visit the Internet frequently. Even if you only visit your favorite ten or twenty web sites you will notice the changes
taking place.

3. Pay attention to the sites your friends visit. Follow up on URL s they recommend or cite in their reports. Make sure you

know what they are using as reference material. They may be the first to pick up on the winds of change.

4. Key into web savvy acquaintances. Recruit these people to gather annotated webliographies on all your favorite topics.

It will save you tons of time and keep you in the Internet loop.

(For information on how to create an annotated webliography, see the IMSA Micro Module on Annotated Lists.)

Authored by LoraK. Kaisler and Dennis O'Connor 2003 - 2005
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End of Micromodule - urls. Return to Micromodule List
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